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Governor’s Family Literacy Initiative gives 
$37,500 grant to Literacy Council
The Literacy Council of Bonita Springs has received $37,500 in sustaining funds 
from Florida Governor Jeb Bush’s Family Literacy Initiative for its Family Literacy 
Program.
The grant was made possible through a new partnership between Just Read, 
Florida!, the Governor’s Family Literacy Initiative, and the Volunteer Florida 
Foundation. Family Literacy Programs, which will be held at Bonita Springs 
Elementary and Spring Creek Elementary Schools evenings twice weekly starting 
in October, are designed for children in kindergarten through the third grade who 
need help in learning to read better and for their parents who need help in learning 
English. 
Parents receive adult education, often focusing on improving job skills or English 
language skills. Children receive individualized learning appropriate for their age 
and developmental level. Also, parents take part in classes to understand their 
children’s development and to learn ways to support them at home.
The grant will enable the Council to serve 40 families, 10 more than served last 
year.
Volunteers are needed to teach English to parents.  Classes will meet from 6:30 to 
8pm on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at both schools.  Call the Council Office, 495-
0999, for information. 
Local support for the Family Literacy program comes from the City of Bonita 
Springs Partnering for Results Program, United Way of Lee County and individual 
contributors.
In late 1999 former First Lady Barbara Bush joined the Governor in launching the 
Family Literacy Initiative, which has now grown statewide, serving nearly 7,000 
adults and children.
Founding sustaining partners are the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family 
Literacy, The Annenberg Foundation, Washington Mutual Insurance Co., Verizon 
Communications, Walt Disney World Co., The Florida Lottery, Cooper and Hayes, 
Publix Supermarket Charities, Comcast Cable, Carnival Cruise Lines, Jeffery and 
Karen Saull, GE Power Systems, State Farm Insurance, and Scholastic Books. 

Hey, kids, let’s read!
Children played a little bean bag 
game at local events in order to 
“win” a book of their choice.
To encourage family literacy and 
children’s reading, the Council and 
its volunteers have lugged boxes 
of books from Scholastic Books (a 
great summer sale offered quality 
books for $1.10 to $1.50 each), 
flyers for parents, and the little 
bean bag toss to the Back to School 
Fair at St. Leo’s on July 26 and on 
August 5 to the Night Out Against 
Crime.  About 200 children tossed 
bean bags (actually, baby socks 
stuffed and stitched across the top) 
for a book at the Back to School 
Fair.  
At the Night Out Against Crime, 
about 50 children “won” a book.  
Besides helping the children win 
books, volunteers Henry and 
Phyllis Michel, Pat and Albert 
O’Donnell, and Lynn Lourie also 
distributed flyers about reading to 
children, volunteering as a tutor, 
and information on English classes. 
 [Funding for the Let’s Read comes 
from the City’s Partnering for 
Results program.]



Annual Affiliate Report Fiscal Year, June 1, 2002-May 31, 2003
The Literacy Council served 776 students through the help of 385 volunteers, 337 of whom are tutors, and a staff of one full 
time and four part-time staff.  The Council trained 153 new tutors through the fine instruction of two teams of volunteer trainers:  
Lorraine O’Connell and Don Miller and Marilyn Ball and Bert Bonner.  Of the total number of students, five were basic literacy 
students—adults who speak English but need help improving their reading and writing skills.  The following graphs will illustrate 
the significant aspects of the student, volunteer, funding, programs provided by the Literacy Council during the recent fiscal year.

Please note:  The 34% from foundations represents $54,000, 
of which $50,000 was granted to the Family Literacy 
Programs by the Governor’s Family Literacy Initiative.

Tutors, please distribute Lamplighter Too to your 
students.  Invite them to write a story for it.  The 
currrent issue has especially important information in 



WELCOME ABOARD!
The August workshop was held in the Community Room of the 

Riverview Colonial Bank, led by trainers Lorraine O’Connell and 
Don Miller.  Student Velino Morales spoke to the group about his 
experiences in learning English.  Certified volunteers are:
Elizabeth Acosta, Anthony Cantele, Louise Carlton, Jane Elder, 
Lawrence Lodico, Sylvia Raubolt, Mary Small, and Eunice Yeo-
man-Franke.
Roberta Bosco – Moved from Millinocket, ME 4 years ago. Enjoy 
beaches and sunsets.
Paul Carr – Married 34 years; have one child and one grandchild. 
Born and raised in Arlington, Virginia. Hobbies and interests in-
clude: flying, scuba diving, boating, biking and computers. My goal: 
Communication is the ladder to success. If I can help one person, I 
will have succeeded; if I can help many, the program will have suc-
ceeded.
Shirley “PB” Chabaco – I’m a very young student who plans to 
finish school and follow a career that will be beneficial to me , my 
parents and also my future family.
Anne and Paul Keyes – Two years ago we retired to Bonita Springs 
from Massachusetts, where Paul had taught geography for 32 years 
to middle-school students.  Anne taught grade 3 for three years, later 
worked in a high school as an aide and secretary.  We are enjoying 
new friendships and new interests as Floridians.  
Gwen McLaughlin – Former commodity trader and market analyst 
from Memphis, Tennessee. Previous experience tutoring high-
school French, also as an ESOL tutor for more advanced students.
Linda Morisey – Managing partner in Morisey-Dart Group.  Native 
of Rochester, NY.
Anna Marie Myers – I grew up in Lee County.  I enjoy gardening 
and working with my hands, crafts, etc.  I am a rural letter carrier at 
the USPS.  I am learning Spanish.
Herman W. Nelson – Ph.D chemical engineering and mathematics.  
Has toured 95 countries and hosted 19 foreign exchange students.  
Retired computing consultant.
Richard Timbers – Retired, married, six children.  Former self-
employed business person.  Skills in human resources, sales, and 
marketing, golf, and fund raising.

From One-on-One to Groups
Tutors have been asking to learn how to teach to groups, 

not just one-on-one.  There definitely is a need as 100 or more 
are on the waiting list for classes.  Laura Arbree, who has a 
Ph.D. in ESOL (teaching English to Speakers of Other Lan-
guages), has been teaching to large group classes on Mondays 
and Thursdays.  She’s happy to share her techniques with 
other tutors.  Join the class on Saturday, September 27, 1:
30 to 2:30.  Call to register.

Congratulations, 
Successful Students!
Carolina Balliache, Level 1, Nancy R. Murphy, tutor.
Victoria Castañeda, Level 4, William Spates, tutor.
Juan Carlos Flores, Level 3, Bonnie Cott, tutor.
Luz García, Level 1, Diane Luberto, tutor.
Mauricio Goméz, Level 1, Paula Cohen, tutor.
Erica Kapus Level 4, Gaylen Richardson, tutor.
Astrid Moscoso, Level 1, Paula Cohen, tutor.
Mimoza Nano, Level 1, Helen Bolton, tutor.
Felix Roque, Level 2, Robert Flato, tutor.
Hurma Toska, Level 1, Cecil McLelland, tutor.

Special Congratulations to Diane Lazaro, who will be 
teaching Spanish at St Elizabeth Seton starting in the fall.
Special Congratulations also to Erica Kapus, who is now 
receptionist for a dentist.

Senior Aides
Thanks to a federal grant to the Dr. Piper Center in Ft. 
Myers that helps seniors find emplyment and training, 
the Council has two new part-time employees, Terri 
Bishop and Eileen Fonferko.  Terri assists in the office in 
the morning with clerical duties and Eileen works in the 
afternoons.  Eileen, who reports to Jeanne Sachs, has been 
helping update our Resource Center records and has been 
contacting new tutors to ask how things are going with 
their new assignments.

Independent Study
Tutors, please note in the Lamplighter Too the list of activities 
that students can do to help them practice their English 
outside of class.  You can encourage your student to choose 
an activity to work on.  The student can then report the time 
spent to you and you record it for the quarterly progress 
report. Students learn faster through independent study.

Schedule of Tutor-Training Workshops
October 7, 9, 14, 16, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9 to 1pm. Ameri-
cinn Hotel, US41 & Trails Edge Blvd.

November 8, 15, 22, Saturdays, 9 to 2pm, Bentley Village Com-
munity Center

Special need for tutors for the Family Literacy Programs at Spring 
Creek Elementary, two nights a week, 7 to 8:30, October to April.  

Also needed are tutors for DayCare Parents program at Bonita 
Springs Elementary School, two afternoons a week at 4:30 and 
for Mom’s English Class, Tu & Thur, 10 to noon at St. Leo’s.



Literacy Council of Bonita Springs
PO Box 2703

Bonita Springs, FL 34133

United Way of Lee County
Partner Agency

Council Expands Tutor/Student Progress Report 
Beginning in October, Literacy Council tutors will be asked to expand their quarterly 
timesheet reporting forms to include new, ongoing summaries of their student(s) major and 
short-term literacy goals.
“This more comprehensive approach to the standard tutor/student activity reporting will help 
the Council to measure even more closely the effectiveness of its literacy programs by having 
students select and achieve both major and minor goals in their literacy training,”explained 
Director Katie Verna. “In turn, the more detailed level of tutor/student activity will help us 
to report on the scope of our literacy programs to the many individuals and groups which 
financially support the objectives of the Council and will significantly improve our appeals for 
funding to the community.”
In addition to the standard time reported by tutors for travel and teaching, tutor—and 
student— homework and independent study time will also be reported. The primary new 
aspect of the report form will include the addition of both Major and Short-Term Goals 
for students, as discussed and agreed upon by tutor and student(s). Also added will be the 
current use of textbooks, skills being worked on and the materials and activities that will help 
student(s) to achieve their goals.
Both sets of goals cited in the report (in English and Spanish) are listed in Lamplighter Too. 
The Literacy Council has scheduled a workshop on Saturday, September 20, from 1:30 
to 2:30 pm for all tutors interested in discussing and evaluating this broadened reporting 
procedure, said Director Verna. Online reporting is available at www.bonitaliteracy.org under 
“Tutors.”  New forms will be mailed to active tutors.

Important dates--fun for tutors and students
Literacy in the Arts Day, Saturday, October 18, 11 to 4pm, Art League of Bonita Springs. 
Puppets, participatory drama, music, art, story-telling, poetry readings, story writing.  Fun for 
the whole family.
Entertainment Swap, Saturday, November 1, 10 to 2pm.  Parking lot behind the office.  Bring 
books, CDs, videos, DVDs, TVs, VCRs to sell or buy.  Proceeds benefit the United Way of Lee 
County.  Entertainment and snacks will add to the fun. 
Holiday Craft Sale, Saturday, December 13, 11 to 1pm.  Parking lot behind the office.  Literacy 
Council can sell their crafts.  20% of sales benefit the Literacy Council. 
Volunteers are welcome and needed at all these events!!!  Just call the office.

New Web Site
www.bonitaliteracy.org
Check it out for list of upcoming 
tutor-training workshops, tutor 
reporting form, the newsletter, and 
resources for tutors and students.  
The newsletter is now available 
electronically—sign up and 
save the Council some postage.  
Especially convenient for seasonal 
folks!

OFFICE SCHEDULE
Katie Verna, Program Director
Dora Sandoval, Office Assistant
Monday through Friday
9:00 to 12:00 noon
Jeanne Sachs
Monday to Thurs., 4:00 to 9:00 pm

STUDENT LAB OPEN
Mon. to Fri., 9 to noon 
Saturday,  9:30 to noon
Monday to Thurs.,  6:30 to 8:30 pm

CONTACT INFORMATION
Address: 27308 Old 41 Road
Phone:  (239) 495-0999
Fax:  (239) 495-0071
Email: bonitaliteracy@comcast.net
Website:  www.bonitaliteracy.org 

The Lamplighter is composed in 
PageMaker on the Literacy Council 
computer.  This issue was printed 
by Another Printer, whose owner 
is tutor Deborah Thompson.  Tutor 
Bill Bond is editor.


