
The Literacy Council has long recognized that its language 
programs must be aligned as closely as possible to the real-
world needs of students.  The more effective its programs are, 
the more successful the students will be.  With this goal in 
mind, each student is asked to select one major goal within the 
five categories and one short-term goal within the four cate-
gories listed on pages 2 and 3 of this newsletter.  The student 
should discuss his decision with his tutor.  The tutor will 
record the goals and progress toward them in the Quarterly 
Progress Reports.
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Important Dates for Students and Tutors
Literacy in the Arts Day, Saturday, October 18, 11 to 4pm, Art 
League of Bonita Springs. Puppets, participatory drama, music, art, 
story-telling, poetry readings, story writing.  Fun for the whole fam-
ily.  Free books for the children.  Great event for students and their 
families to attend with their tutors.
Entertainment Swap, Saturday, November 1, 10 to 2pm.  Parking lot 
behind the office.  Bring books, CDs, videos, DVDs, TVs, VCRs to 
sell or buy.  Proceeds benefit the United Way of Lee County.  Enter-
tainment and snacks will add to the fun. 
Holiday Craft Sale, Saturday, December 13, 11 to 1pm.  Parking 
lot behind the office.  Literacy Council can sell their crafts.  20% of 
sales benefit the Literacy Council. 
Student and tutor volunteers are welcome and needed at all these 
events!!!  Just call the office.

Homework & Independent Study Time (Tarea de Casa y 
Tiempo de Estudio Independiente)  

Sample activities of independent study  (Ejemplo de Actividades 
de estudio independiente de Inglés)

q Complete homework assigned by teacher. (Complete la 
tarea asignada por el profesor.)

q Review class material. (Revise el material de clase.)
q Write in a journal.  (Escriba un diario.) 
q Read a book and listen to its audio tape at the same time 

(available in the library and at the Literacy Council).  
[Lea un libro y escúchelo en audio-cinta (tape) al mismo 
tiempo (disponible en la biblioteca y en Literacy Coun-
cil).]

q  Borrow a book from the library and read it to your child.  
(Preste un libro de la biblioteca y léaselo a su hijo.)

q Learn a new word each day and practice it in sentences.  
(Aprenda una palabra cada dia y practíquela en oracio-
nes.)

q Watch TV, movies, and listen to the radio in English.  
(Mire t.v, peliculas y escuche la radio en Inglés.)

q Learn a new song and its lyrics.  (Aprenda la letra de una 
canción.)

q Ask for help in English at a store.  (Pida ayuda en Inglés 
en cualquier tienda.)

q Read the newspaper.  (Lea el periódico.)
q Buy a dictionary and read several entries each day.  

(Compre un diccionario, y lea varios artículos o vocablos 
cada día.)

q Study at the Resource Center of the Literacy Council.  
(Estudie en el centro de recursos de Literacy Council)

Estudiantes, Seleccionen 
Sus Metas!

Literacy Council ha reconocido que los programas para aprender 
Inglés deben ser diseñados lo más cerca posible a las necesi-
dades de la vida diaria del estudiante. Entre más efectivo sea el 
programa, más exitó va ha tener el estudiante. Con esta meta en 
mente, se le pedirá a cada estudiante que seleccione su más alta 
meta dentro de cinco categories y la meta a corto plazo  dentro 
de las cuatro categorias listadas en la páginas 2 y 3 de la news-
letter. El estudiante deberá dialogar su desición con su tutor. El 
tutor registrará las metas y el progreso de su estudiante en su 
reporte que realizará trimestralmente.
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MAJOR GOAL AREAS  Each student chooses a goal within 
one of the following major goal areas (Areas Mayores de Metas 
Cada estudiante escoge una meta dentro de una de las siguientes 
areas mayores de metas)

Basic Skills: (Habilidades Básicas)
Improve Literacy Skills (Beginning/Low-Level Stu-
dents) (Mejorar las habilidades de lectura y escritura 
(Principiante/Estudiantes del primer nivel)
Functional/Survival Skills (Habilidades para un buen 
funcionamiento/habilidades para subsistir)

Parenting: (Padres de Familia)
Read To Children (Parents) (Lectura a los niños (Padres)
Increase Involvement in Child’s Education (Aumentar el 
involucramiento en la educación de los niños)
Achieve Other Parenting Goal (Alcanzar otras metas como 
padres de familia)

Employment: (Trabajo):
Improve Employability Skills (Mejorar las habilidades en el 
trabajo)
Retain Employment (Conservar el empleo)
Gain Job-Specific Skills (Aumentar especificas habilidades)
Improve Computer Literacy (Mejorar el aprendizaje de 
computacion)
Get A Job (Conseguir trabajo)
Get A Better Job (Conseguir mejor trabajo)

Community Citizenship: (Ciudadanía en la Comunidad)
Obtain Citizenship (Obtener la Ciudadanía)
Register To Vote (Registrarse para votar)
Knows/Uses More Community Resources (Conocer/usar 
mas recursos en la Comunidad)
Increase Involvement in Community Activities (Aumentar el 
involucramiento en las actividades en la comunidad) 

Further Education:
Complete GED Obtener GED (diploma de equivalencia de 
escuela superior)
Attend College Asistir a clases ABE (Educacion básica para 
adultos)
Attend ABE Classes (Adult Basic Education) Asistir a clases 
ABE (Educacion básica para adultos)
Attend ESL Classes (English for non-English speakers) 
Asistir a clases ESL (Ingles para personas de habla extran-
jero)

STUDENT SHORT-TERM GOALS
Students may choose one or more of these short-term 
or working goals that they want to focus on during 
their classes or independent study.
Metas de Estudiantes a Corto Término
Los estudiantes pueden escoger una o mas de estás metas a 
corto término, o trabajando en las metas como ellos quieran 
enfocarse, durante sus clases o estudio independiente.

Basic Skills: (Habilidades Básicas)
Individual Literacy Goals (Metas Individuales de 
Literacy)
Write personal information (Escribir información per-
sonal)
Recognize letters, numbers (Reconocer letras, números)
Recognize days, months (Reconocer dias, meses)
Use telephone book (Usar el directorio telefónico)
Use yellow pages (Usar las páginas amarillas)
Read/write mail (Leer/escribir cartas)
Fill in forms (Llenar formularios)
Health (Salud)
Find a doctor/clinic (Hallar un doctor/clinica)
Read medication labels (Leer etiquetas de medicamen-
tos)
Complete medical forms (Completar formularios (for-
mas) médicas)
Complete insurance forms (Completar formularios (for-
mas) de seguros)
Follow medical directions (Seguir direcciones médicas)
Read health-related material (Leer material relacionado 
con la salud)
Personal Financial Literacy (Finanza Personal de 
Literacy)
Make change (Hacer efectivo un cheque)
Open bank account (Abrir una cuenta bancaria)
Write checks/use ATM (Escribir cheques/usar el cajero 
automático (A.T.M.))
Housing (Casa)
Write to landlord (Escribirle al dueño de la casa)
Read lease (Leer el contrato de renta)
Negotiate for repairs  (Negociar para reparos)
Calculate mortgage costs (Calcular los gastos de la 
hipoteca)
Read home inspection report (Leer el reporte de inspec-
ción de casa)



Shopping (Compras)
Read food ads/use coupons (Leer anuncios de comida/usar 
cupones)
Read signs in supermarket (Leer anuncios en el supermer-
cado)
Read labels on food products (Leer etiquetas en los produc-
tos de comida)
Know weights/measures (Saber pesos/medidas)
Read recipes/menus (Leer recetas/menus)
Read mail order catalogue (Leer ordenes de catalogo por 
correo)
Transportation (Transportación)
Read driver’s manual (Leer el manual del conductor)
Read maps/street signs (Leer mapas/señales de tránsito)
Obtain driver’s license (Obtener licencia de conducir)
Purchase a car (Comprar un carro)
Purchase insurance (Comprar un seguro)
Read a maintenance manual (Leer el manual de manten-
imiento)

Parenting/Family Literacy  (Padres/Familia de Literacy)
Read to children (Leerles a los niños)
Help children with homework (Ayudar a los niños con las 
tareas de la escuela)
Talk to child’s teacher (Hablar con el maestro del hijo/a)
Join PTA  (Sea un miembre de PTA)
Participate in school activity (Participa en actividades de 
escuela)
Volunteer at child’s school (Ayuda en escuela del nino)
Obtain library card (Obtener una tarjeta de la biblioteca)
Read TV/movie schedule (Leer la programación y horario 
de television y del cine)
Read rules to games (Leer las reglas de juegos)
Read school notices/reports (Leer las noticias y reportes de 
la escuela)
Pursue personal education (Alcanzar una educación per-
sonal)

Employment (Trabajo)
Access job information (Acceso a informacion de trabajo)
Interview (Entrevista)
Read company rules/policies (Leer reglas de la compañia/
pólizas)
Read pay stub (Leer copias de cheques)Read employment 
ads (Leer anuncios de empleo)
Fill out forms (Llenar formularios)
Identify job preferences (Identificar preferencia de tra-
bajo)           
Find employment (Encontrar trabajo)Use technology 
(Usar tegnología)
Read manuals (Leer manuales)
Set work goals (Indicar metas de trabajo)
Read evaluations (Lea evaluationes)
Learn new job skills (Aprender nuevas habilidades de 
trabajo)
Receive salary increase (Recibir aumento de salario)

Community Citizenship (Ciudadanía en la Comunidad)
Read newspaper (Leer el periódico)
Write to community leaders (Escribir a los lideres en la 
comunidad)
Volunteer in community (Ser voluntario en la comunidad)
Volunteer with Literacy Council (Ser voluntario con el 
Literacy Council)
Access community services (Acceso a los servicios en la 
comunidad)
Know legal rights (Saber derechos legales)
Learn about US government (Aprender del gobierno de los 
E.E.U.U.)
Understand civic duties (Entendiendo las tareas cívicas)
Study for citizenship  (Estudiar para ciudadanía)

Student Short-Term Goals Continued



Three years ago, I came to this country.  My friend invited me for my 
vacation, but it was terrible for me.  I could only say “Hello”, “Thank 
you”, “I am hungry.”, and “Where is the bathroom?”  I came to under-
stand that learning English would be the most important thing for me.  I 
come to the school everyday after work.  I live with my friends, have a 
good job and practice my English every day.  Sometimes I don’t under-
stand and I say “repeat please”.  I try to speak English but I make a lot 
of mistakes with pronunciation.  I always ask my teacher and partners 
about new words.  I think learning English is the best way for me to 
meet people, get a better job, travel and help other people that also need 
to learn this language.  Liliana Bonilla.

My name is Baruch Moreno.  I arrived in Dallas, Texas in 1990 and 
the first thing people told me was “If you learn English you will be 
able to find a job”.  That was very important to me.  I started practicing 
with most of the people around and asked a lot of different questions.  
I started with the basics, like asking how to say numbers, days of the 
week and months of the year.  When I said my first words in English, 
I was very nervous.  Now I do not speak English very well but I speak 
enough so that people understand me.  Now I don’t have any problems 
with travel or going to a hospital or shopping or for employment.

My name is Jhon J. Aguirre.  I have a beautiful family in Columbia.  I 
have 3 children; one daughter and two sons.  They are studying in their 
country.  Right now I am learning English at the Literacy Council.  
Now I can understand my boss and friends.  I can speak much better.

Trying to win a computer!  
August 19, 2003. The Council held a drawing for a computer.  To enter students wrote a paragraph about the value to them of learning English.  
These are some of the stories.  They are from students in Amilcar Santos’s class on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.

My name is Nora Martinez.  I am from Mexico.  I am 23 years old.  
I have been in the USA since 1998.  I came here with many dreams 
but it is very difficult to learn another language.  I know I have to 
if I want to have a career and find a better job.  When I came here I 
did not speak any English.  I went to school for 2 months.  I started 
to listen to music in English and watch television.  Now I speak and 
understand a little bit.  I want to learn more every day because one 
of my dreams is to learn English for a better future.

My name is Jaime Hernandez.  I am from Villahermosa, Mexico.  I 
have been here 1 year and 6 months.  When I arrived to the USA, I 
was to begin a new life.  My life before was very bad because I did 
not understand English.  I went to stores and it was complicated for 
me.  I used to only say “Thanks”, “Good”, “Very Good” and “Fine”.  
I could not get any work because I needed to speak English.  I now 
have worked at Publix for 1 year.  Publix has helped me because 
every day I can practice my English.  I have been here in the school 
for 4 months.  Now I can speak more English.  I go to all the stores 
and I can understand and speak a little more English.  The school 
has been a big help and I want to do my best daily.

The winner of the computer was Analis Karina Velasquez.  Her 
story:  English has helped me at work.  Coming here to talk another 
language and begin a new life is difficult.  I want to learn more 
because I need new job opportunities.  Studying is constant.

OFFICE SCHEDULE
Katie Verna, Program Director
Monday to Friday: 9:00 to 12:00 noon

Jeanne Sachs, Student/Tutor Coordinator
Monday toThursday:  6:00 to 9:00 pm
Dora Sandoval, Office Assistant
Monday to Friday: 9:00 to 12:00 noon
Website:  www.bonitaliteracy.org 

STUDENT COMPUTER LAB
Monday to Friday, 9 to noon 
Monday to Thursday,  6:30 to 8:30 pm

CONTACT INFORMATION
Address:    27308 Old 41 Road
Phone:       (239) 495-0999
Fax:           (239) 495-0071
Email: bonitaliteracy@comcast.net

My name is Miranda, I’m from Albania. I live in Naples in the 
Poinciana Village with my husband and two boys, Thomas, 
Julian, ages sixteen and eleven. I work in Bentley Village. I 
love my job and I’m happy. I want to learn English because I 
plan to stay permanently with my family. 
When I first arrived in this country, I lived in New Hampshire 
six months. My family decided it was too cold, so we moved 
to Florida.
To learn English is very difficult to me at my age. My chil-
dren do much better than me.
I have been working with my tutor for a year now. I feel I 
have improved and my friends agree. I want to continue my 
studying with my tutor. 
Miranda Joslliekce
George Schnackenberg, tutor

My name is Hurma, I’m from Albania and I came five years ago to U.S.A. I am 
married. I have two children, a girl and a boy. My son lives with me and my 
husband. He is 21 years old. My daughter is in Albania. She is married and she 
has a girl. Her name is Stela. She is five years old.
Hurma Toska
Cecil McLelland, tutor

Stories from Albanian students


